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(54) Food product kit 

(57) The invention relates to a food product and a 
kit for forming the same. The kit preferably includes at 
least one frozen food compartment, such as ice cream. 
The kit can include sufficient components to allow the 
user to form one product portion in a number of config- 
urations. Alternatively, the kit can include sufficient com- 



ponents to allow a number of portions of the food prod- 
uct in Ihesameconliguralions or different configurations 
to be formed. The user can select and place the com 
ponents to create food product portions wnich appear 
aesthetically pleasing and professional in presentation 
without the need for training. 
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Description 

[0001] This invention relates to a food product kit, typ- 
ically, but not necessarily exclusively, including frozen 
food products, for producing a food product and to the 
component parts of the kit. 

[0002] Conventionally, ice cream and other frozen 
food products, are purchased in tubs and containers and 
are stored by the user in a freezer until the product is 
required for consumption. When the ice cream or other 
product is to be consumed, the user scoops a certain 
quantity of the same from the tub or container and plac- 
es it in a bowl, a cornet or similar. 
[0003] Disadvantages associated with the conven- 
tional methods of providing ice cream for consumption 
is that the ice cream is typically frozen solid when re- 
moved from the freezer, and the user may have to allow 
the same to thaw slightly before the ice-cream can easily 
be removed from the container. If not all of the ice cream 
is to be consumed at a particular time then thawing and 
re-freezing of the same can result in a loss of quality of 
the ice cream, which is undesirable. In addition, once 
the ice cream is scooped out of the container there is 
very little which can be done to make the same look pre- 
sentable for consumption as a dessert at a dinner party 
or, if so, the ice cream will have at least partially melted 
prior to consumption. 

[0004] Some forms of ready made Ice cream desserts 
are known in the art but these desserts are formed in 
the form for consumption prior to purchase and in many 
instances may be too large or too small for the number 
of people the product is to be eaten by at anyone serving 
of the product. If the ice cream dessert is too large for 
the number of consumers at any one serving then the 
dessert has to be either refrozen, which can result in 
loss of quality of the product, or the remainder of the 
dessert is thrown away, which is wasteful. In addition, it 
is likely that a consumer can identify a ready made des- 
sert when the same is served to them due to the limited 
number of such desserts available. This can be unde- 
sirable, for example, to a host of a dinner party who may 
want to give the impression that they have made the 
dessert themselves and thus be embarrassed when a 
guest realises the dessert has been bought ready made. 
However, many people have very busy and time pres- 
sured lives and do not have the time and/or ability to 
produce a homemade dessert or food component. 
[0005] It is therefore an object of the present invention 
to provide a means to enable a user to easily and quickly 
make a frozen food based product which can be ar- 
ranged to produce a plurality of possible product config- 
urations. The end product having a distinctive profes- 
sional appearance but which appearance can be gen- 
erated by the purchaser of the product. 
[0006] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a means to enable a user to easily prepare a 
frozen food based product which requires no skill or 
training. 



[0007] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide a means to enable a user to easily and qu>ckly 
obtain a required portion of a frozen food basea product 
from a container, such that the remaining frozen product 

s in the container, which is not consumed at that particular 
time, does not defrost and become damaged 
[0008] According to a first aspect of the presen; inven- 
tion there is provided a kit for producing a user assem- 
bled food product and wherein the kit includes one or 

io more shaped frozen food components and a selected 
number of said food components can be selected by the 
user and configured by the user to provide a portion of 
the food product. 

[0009] In one embodiment the food components are 
'5 interlinked by the user to form a particular food product 
configuration. 

[0010] In one embodiment the one or more shaped 
frozen food components include at least one ice cream 
based component and/or a sorbet and/or a fro/er yr> 

20 ghurt and/or other frozen material based component. 
[0011] Typically, each kit includes a number of com- 
ponents, split into groups of components of the same 
shape. In one embodiment each kit is provided to be 
purchased to allow one product portion to be provided 

25 in a number of different user selectable and assembly 
configurations. Alternatively the kit can comprise a 
greater number of components and can allow the user 
to assemble a number of product portions each with the 
same configuration, thereby allowing the user to provide 

30 a number of the assembled product portions lot. fu' ex- 
ample, a dinner party. 

[0012] According to a second aspect of the present 
invention there is provided a kit for producing a user as- 
sembled food product, said kit comprising at least one 

35 component of bakery produce and wherein the <\\ fur- 
ther includes at least one shaped frozen f ood cor*po- 
nent which can be placed by the user with respect to mc 
at least one component of bakery produce to lorm a 
product portion. 

40 [0013] The at least one bakery product can ;nciuoe 
any or any combination of. sponge based products'bis- 
cuits, pastries, meringues and/or the like. 
[0014] In one embodiment one or more sauces arc 
provided with the kit to allow a user to pour the same 

45 onto the product configuration in a user defined pattern. 
[0015] In a further embodiment fruit is provided with 
or added to the kit which can be added to the product 
configuration. 

[0016] It will be understood by a person skilled in the 
50 art that any combination of the above food components 
can be provided to interlink with the shaped 1 "o?en 'ooc 
components to produce a product configuration 
[0017] In one embodiment, the kit can be provided in 
a container having a number of separate removable 
55 compartments to provide the different food products 
therein. The separate compartments can be fro^er to 
gether and then one or more compartmen's can be re 
moved if the same need to be defrosted onor to t'te for • 
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mation of the product configuration with the shaped fro- 
zen food components. Alternatively, the separate com- 
partments of the kit can be stored separately such that 
part of the kit is frozen during storage and the remaining 
part is stored at a higher temperature. 
[0018] According to a further aspect of the present in- 
vention there is provided a kit for producing a user as- 
sembled ice cream based product, said kit comprising 
at least one component of bakery produce and wherein 
the kit further includes one or more ice cream compo- 
nents, said components shaped so as to allow the same 
to be selectively Interlinked by the user with at least one 
component of bakery produce to form a product config- 
uration. 

[0019] The ice cream shapes can be produced by an 
extrusion process, by stamping or by any other conven- 
tional forming method. 

[0020] An advantage of the kit according to the 
present invention is that the one or more shaped frozen 
food components can each be easily removed from the 
container in which they are stored, thereby allowing the 
user to easily and quickly remove the exact quantity of 
the frozen product that they require without any remain- 
ing frozen product in the container thawing out and be- 
coming damaged. 

[0021 ] A further advantage of the kit according to the 
present invention is that a user can quickly and easily 
assemble an aesthetically appealing food product con- 
figuration including one or more shaped frozen food 
components. The user requires no training and no cook- 
ing or food preparation ability to assemble the product 
configuration. 

[0022] A yet further advantage of the kit according to 
the present invention is that a user using the same 
number of shaped frozen food components can produce 
a plurality of different aesthetically appealing product 
configurations, thereby enabling a similar kit to be used 
a number of times to produce different product configu- 
rations. For example, the kit can be assembled for use 
at a child's party to make certain objects, such as a car, 
train, or cartoon character. The kit can also include an 
indication and instructions for forming a number of dif- 
ferent product configurations. 

[0023] In a yet further aspect of the invention there is 
provided a kit for producing at least one user assembled 
food product portion, said kit comprising at least two dif- 
ferent food product components said components 
shaped so as to allow the same to be selectively placed 
by the user to form a selected product portion configu- 
ration. 

[0024] Typically at least two of the component types 
are relatively solid and shaped. 
[0025] Embodiments of the invention will now be de- 
scribed with reference to the accompanying Figures 
wherein: 

Figures 1 A and B illustrate two alternative kit pack- 
ages; 



Figure 2 is a schematic representation of a product 
configuration of the assembled kit in one possible 
y embodiment; 

5 Figure 3 is a schematic representation of a product 
configuration of the assembled kit in a further pos 
sible embodiment; and 

Figure 4 is a schematic representation of a product 
10 configuration of the assembled kit in a yet f .inher 
embodiment. 

[0026] Referring firstly to Figures 1 A there is illusirai - 
ed a container 2 for packaging a kit of food components 
'5 in accordance wit hthe invention. The container 2 is di- 
vided into a plurality of compartments 4 ri n and i '» \c 
separate a plurality of different food produc: compo 
nents. 

[0027] Compartment 4 contains a plurality of fro/en 

20 ice cream shapes 12 and 14, each shape individually 
arranged within the compartment to enable a user to ac- 
cess the same easily without the shapes being frozen 
together. Ice cream shapes 12 and 14 can if required be 
different flavours of ice cream and are held within a tray 

25 15 which can be placed in the container with the com- 
ponents 12,14 frozen and covered with a protective film 
1 7, shown partly removed to allow the previous removal 
of some of the components 12. 14. 
[0028] Compartment 8 contains a sponge based bak- 

30 ery product 1 6 and compartments 6 and 1 0 can contain 
sauces, in this case sauce 18 in a tray. 
[0029] Figure 1B illustrates an alternative layout ol 
package using the same reference numerals as w«th 
Figure 1 A with the exception of an additional sauce tray 

35 20. 

[0030] Referring to Figures 2 and 3. there are illustrat- 
ed two different possible product portion configurations 
of the food components of Figures 1 A or B assembleo 
together to produce novel and aesthetically appeali- g 

40 jce cream desserts. In Figure 2. the :ce cream compo- 
nents 14 are arranged on plate 22 to 'orn- the four cor 
ners of a product portion configuration The ice cream 
components 12 are arranged between me componcn-s 
14 and project inwardly of the product configuration an,-; 

45 abut other components 14 in the central portion 24 ol 
the product configuration. The sponge based product 1 6 
is divided into 4 substantially equal parts and these parts 
are placed in the square gaps defined by the right angle 
of components 14 and edges of components 12 T^e 

50 sauce or sauces 18 and/or 20 can be poured mic :ne 
central portion 24 and/or on other parts of the design as 
desired by the user. The food product portion can then 
be presented for consumption. 

[0031] In Figure 3 the same ice cream components 
55 12 and 14 are alternately arranged to produce a produui 
portion configuration comprising an outer segmented 
circle and an inner circle located on top of the outer seg- 
mented circle. The sponge based product 1 6 is located 
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in a central portion 26 of the inner circle. The sauces 18 
and 20 can be provided in the central portion 26 and/or 
poured on the design In a user-defined pattern. 
[0032] Referring to Figure 4, there is illustrated a fur- 
ther embodiment of a product portion configuration on 
a plate 28. The product configuration comprises an ice 
cream disc 30 decorated by a plurality of shaped biscuits 
32. Sauce 34 is poured on the product configuration in 
a user defined pattern. 

[0033] The ice cream shape or shapes are typically 
formed by extrusion of the ice cream but the shape(s) 
can also be produced by stamping or by using other con- 
ventional techniques. 

[0034] The ice cream can be extruded to form any 
number of different shapes and the illustrated examples 
show just a few designs of many possible designs. The 
shapes can be placed together to form a predefined as- 
sembled product configuration according to instructions 
provided with the kit and/or the shapes can be placed 
togetherto form an assembled product configuration de- 
termined by the user. 

[0035] A particular ice cream kit can contain a plurality 
of different shapes or similar shapes of the same and/ 
or different flavours. The other food products provided 
in the kit with the ice cream shapes can comprise any 
or any combination of sponge based products and/or 
biscuits, as in the illustrated examples, but other food 
products such as pastries, fruit, chocolate and the like 
can also be provided. Sauce or sauces can be provided 
with the kit and can be poured in a predefined pattern 
or a pattern defined by the user on the assembled de- 
sign. 

[0036] Examples of dessert kits can include a fudge 
brownie dessert kit wherein a fudge brownie Is assem- 
bled with different flavours of shaped ice cream to form 
a product configuration. A chocolate fudge sauce is then 
poured on the product configuration to produce a pat- 
tern. A further example includes a raspberry dessert kit 
where a meringue is assembled with a particular flavour 
of shaped Ice cream to form a product configuration and 
then raspberries are added to create a particular pat- 
tern. 

[0037] It can be seen that the present invention pro- 
vides a food kit including shaped frozen food compo- 
nents to enable a user to easily and quickly produce an 
original dessert product configuration by interlinking the 
food components in a particular orientation. 



Claims 

1. A kit for producing a user assembled food product 
and wherein the kit includes one or more shaped 
frozen food components and a selected number of 
said food components can be selected by the user 
and configured by the user to provide a portion of 
the food product. 



2. A kit according to claim 1 wherein the food compo- 
nents are interlinked by the user to form a particular 
food product configuration. 

5 3. A kit according to claim 1 wherein the one u- "'-cm* 
shaped frozen food components include at least 
one ice cream based component and/or a sorbet 
and/or a frozen yoghurt and/or other frozen materia! 
based component. 

w 

4. A kit according to claim 1 wherein the kit includes a 
number of components, split into groups of -he com- 
ponents of the same shape. 

'5 5. A kit according to claim 1 wherein the kil has suffi- 
cient components to allow one product to ne prova 
ed in a number of different user selectable and as- 
sembly configurations. 

20 6. A kit according to claim 1 wherein the kit comprises 
a number of components to allow the user :c as- 
semble a number of products, each with the same 
configuration. 

25 7. A kit for producing a user assembled food product 
said kit comprising at least one component of bak- 
ery produce and wherein the kil further includes hi 
least one shaped frozen food component which can 
be placed by the user with respect to the at least 

30 one component of bakery produce to form a product 
portion. 

8. A kit according to claim 7 wherein the bakery prod- 
uct is any or any combination of a sponge based 

35 product, biscuits, pastry, and/or menngue 

9. A kit according to any preceding claim wherein ire 
kit includes one or more sauces to allow a user in 
pour the same onto the product in a user defined 

40 pattern. 

10. A kit according to any preceding claim wherein the 
kit is provided as a retail package in a container nav 
ing a number of separate removable compartments 

45 with different food components and/or fooc compo- 
nent shapes therein. 

11. A kit according to claim 10 wherein the food com- 
ponents in the respective compartments can be re- 

50 quired to be consumed at different temperatures or 
in different conditions. 

12. A kit for producing a user assembled ice cream 
based product, said kit comprising at least one com 

55 ponent ol bakery produce and wherein ihe mi fur- 
ther includes one or more ice cream components, 
said components shaped so as to allow the san-.e 
to be selectively interlinked by the user with ri! lensi 



4 



7 



EP1 157 614 A2 



one component of bakery produce to form a product 
configuration. 

1 3. A kit for producing at least one user assembled food 
product portion, said kit comprising at least two dif- 
ferent food product components said components 
shaped so as to allow the same to be selectively 
placed by the user to form a selected product por- 
tion configuration. 
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